
I A Cordial Invitation to every sick and Ailing Working uirl. 
It is to these girls that Mrs. I* ink ham holds out a helping hand, and extends a cordial imitation 
to correspond with her. Her long record of success in treating woman’s ills makes her letters of 
advice ol'untold value toevery ailing working girl, and from her wide experience and skill she quickly 
points the way to health. Her ad vice is free, and all letters are held by her in the strictest confidence. I 
Address, Mrs. Pinkham, Lynn, Mass. Don’t put off writing her until your health is wrecked. 

Girls who work arc particularly susceptible to female ills, especially when obliged to stand on their feet from 
morning until night. Day in and day out, month in and month out, the year through, the working girl 
toils; she is often the bread winner of the family, and must work that others may live; whether she is sick 
or well, whether it rains or shines, whether it is warm or eold she must get to her place of employment and 
perform the duties exacted from her. 

Among this class the symptoms of female diseases are early manifest by weak and aching backs, pain in the 
lower limbs and lower part of the stomach; in consequence of frequent wetting of the feet monthly periods 
become painful and irregular, and frequently there are faint and dizzy spells, with loss of appetite, until 
life is a burden and it is hard work to drag about. All these symptoms point to a derangement of the i 

female organism, and if taken in time can be easily and permanently cured. / 

Lydia E. Pinkham’s Vegetable Compound. 
Grateful Words from Working Girls Who Have Been Helped 

'* I wish to thank you for the wonderful cure you have discovered 
for suffering girls. I am a working girl and do not believe there 
is a girl of my age in the country who has suffered more than I 
have with female disorders. * 

Although ever so many physicians with tlicir various remedies 
were tried, nothing seemed to relieve me of the terrible pains, and 
it seemed as though there was no help for me. until I was finally 
persuaded to try Lydia E. 1‘inkliaiu’s Vegetable Compound. 

“It worked like magic, for 1 had scarcely finished the second 
bottle when a great change was noticed in my whole general 
health, and in the three months time I felt like a new person.”— 
Miss M. E. Paulson, 914 Willow Ave., Hoboken, N.J. 

“Seeing1 so many women and girls being helped by your modi- / 
cine I thought I would try it. I was very irregular in regard to / 
menstruation, and had had no menses for four months. I 

I obtained a bottle of your medicine just to see if I could cure / 
myself without going to a doctor. One bottle gave me great relief, I 
aiid now I am a different girl altogether. • 

“I will never be without Lydia E. Pinkham’s Vegetable 
Compound, as I know I would not be working to-day if X bad 
not used your medicine.” — Mies Laura III ess. Standard Tea & 
('.roecry Co., 706 Mass. Avenue, Indianapolis, Ind._ 

Wise is the woman who has faith in J 
LYDIA E. P1NKUA3PS VEGETABLE COMPOUND, i 

DISTRICT’S CASE 

Full Text of Opening Argument 
by Mr. Goddard. 

Reasons Why Augusta Insists on Pure 
Water Supply. 

History of the Company and Facts as 

to River’s Pollution. 

It.-low is p.iv«*n th«* full text of the 

<>i i.'tnp jirpun.i nt «»f A. M. flo*Mrir-l. 
Ks«|.. in l>«*li:iIf of the Augusta \Vat» r 
l»l*trfct. ft was dflivorcMl before the 
Imi;ti• 1 of :i|iprais(*rs, yesterday, and sets 
fnrth I Ik* «.isi* so < li-arly and fairly and 
in sui fi a cwnprohonsivo manner that 
• f should Im* carefully road by every cit- 
izen of August.i. 

It will hardly he questioned that air 
flip I sun lipht an* no more essential to 

lumian life, health, happiness and good 
morals, than is a plentiful supply of i 
pure water, which, in this favored ; 

yi.it**. famed for its myriad limpid * 

springs and spatklin^ lakes of unsur- | 
pissed purity nestling among Its wood- 
el hills and covering one-tenth of its 

hp'i, nature has furnished in sueh l?v- ( 

Ish superahiindanee, that it is almost 

heyoi. l belief that any person or ary 
eoninuinity here should suffer foi 
QUANTITY or QUAI.ITY of this vital 
•*l«*nv nt. Yet, unnecessary and inex- 
«usable as it is, and therefore im-ori- 
<**i\able as it should seem, ntieh ill faet 
is t!r deplorable and alarming condi- 
tion in our capital city today, and has 
i»'**‘n iin i. asin^ly so for years past. 

It i not quantity !»ut quality that is 
deficient. \Ye are indeed supplied with 
abundant wet r. but from such a point- 
ed sour* e that it is served to us im- 
pregp.it 1 with tilth and freighted with 

Tlhe germs of disease. Unpleasant to 
Stlie eye, disagreeable to the taste, dis- 

Jmielnt: to the mind, a continual ir.en- 
Wi i.t health, fertile source of disease, 
aid with int rmittei.t frequency a pro- 
hh fount tin of death, this water is 
‘! aimed as peNon. Such is its illfame, 

im.led • n e’re.i 1 experience in this 
•Mimvnrty. that although most of our 

1* a*e < oiup«*l!od to use it in their 
•x ;*nd p! « a f business for wash- 

> lathing and >th •:* domestic and 
tiiiiirv purposes, t a price which. to 

the least. should Im* til*' maximum 
I1'' pure wnti-r. fi".v will drink it; and 
1 "'r;v ;il] who :,n afford. and many 

ai i'l afford it. purchase also 
1 ri: r u at nearly equal or often 

east; while a large portion of 
who i.uin.it afford such luxury, 

1 i: icon VC11 i cnee provide 
"icms.-lvcs ant their families with 

ki'i't w Her from cisterns, private 
ran;. an-1 wctls; ef wtiieh last, some 

■ ir y little more wholesome thail 
" "'Til water supply, though more 

":r* to Hie senses and to senti- 
im in. 

I!i**.;i:lj tlv> burden of this excessive 
tins jfreat public inconveni- 

and pervading danger, with its 
l “nsi-.if, So disastrous to health 
L n'* life, hear with especial and intol- 
7 ! dii*. pressure upon the residents of 
i August,. we are not the only people in- 

’""ested. The situation affects the 
^hangers within our (rates who come 
v‘re on private business or for pleas- 

and those who otherwise would 
'' l'.cre. and especially those whose 
1' ‘:■’ interests or public duties com- 

■ :r ail. iidance ;.t our court house 
r the capital. an*l therefore con- 

■ 
every secticn of the State. 

lie responsible? Who Is at 
f a h" who is. to Im* 1.lamed for this 
insufferable condition? 

Th sc questions answer themselves. 
In violation of public duty and char- 

b'r obligations, and in dlsijpgard of 
warning and entreaty, the nuisance has 
been perpetuated without promise of 
amelioration or hope of relief, until 
brought before the legislature. 

Since the present water works wn'O 
installed there has been an alarming in- 
crease of typhoid fever in Augusta, 
"lth recurrent epidemics of the disease, 
evidently the result of a polluted and 

nfoctcd water supply. Hut the people 
;ive been exceedingly patient and 
ong-suffering in their endurance of 
iieso growing evils, until the distress- 
ng typhoid epidemic, directly caused 
>y the impurity of our water supply, 
n the winter of 1003 spread through 
ill sections of the city which are sup- 
died by the Augusta Water Company’s 
nains, and carried sickness and dis- 
r»‘ss to hundreds of homes with deafh 
0 many; when the situation became 
lesperate, and with the energy of de- 
spair. for the preservation of life and 
ion 1th. we took this step which other 
ominimities in this and other states 

lave taken for merely economic re.i- 

■nns; seeking from the legislature that 
measure of relief of which this present 
tiearing is the culmination. 

Patient as we have been in suffering ! 
wrong, we have been equally moderate, 
■•unsrrv.vtlve and fair in the form and na- 

ture of tin* remedy which we have sought 
mil have obtained, to the extent, ns many 
believe, of being too considerate of the 
Interests of a corporation which by a 

violation of its charter obligations has 
forfeited its franchise, in that, under 
circumstances which would have justified 
the granting to us of a charter to estab- 
lish competitive works, we have only 
asked for the privilege of buying the 
pr« ■ ent works at the full, fair value, not 
only of the plant hut of tlu* franchise 
also. l:i;;ht or wrong, w have consented 
t*» buy and pay for'the franchise as well ! 
as the works, and of course we expect to j 

1 ty for both a fair price. 
While, as I have said, it was a ques- 

tion of life or death with us, and not 
prini.irilv an economic question, the mo- 

tive anti sole object being to obtain a 

supply of pur*' water, the question of fi- 
nale* s; that is, tin* question of how much 
we shall If obliged to pay for the works, 
and mm* sp« dally for the franchise, has 
a mod important bearing on th question 
of •ir -ninpli liing the original purpose <»f 
our undettaking. For if we are obliged 
to pay for tin works and the franchise 
such sum as would represent a result 
based on the lawful in t earning capacity 
of tin* plant, regardless of the impurity 
of the water, w should be piactically in 
the same situation from which we sought, 
and from which the legislature intended 
to give us r* lief. Our water rates arc be- 

yond the maximum allowed bv law for 
pure water. We ran not raise them. We 
h ive no power of taxation and we have 
no other source of income. We must 
borrow the money to buy and improve 
the works. And from the net income of 
the plant we must pay the interest on 

this loan, and lay aside annually the sum 

required for our sinking fund. Of course 

wo can not borrow money in excess of the 

earning capacity of the works. And if wo 

me obliged to pay for the works a price 
based on tlieir earnings, without due de- 
duction for impurity of the water, we can 

never make the improvements and exten- 

sions necessary to obtain a pure water 

supply. b< cause such improvement and 
extension, while very expensive, would 
not odd to the earning capacity of the 

plant. 
Therefore. In addition to other deduc- 

tions for defeats in the physical plant and 
for probable «ioss of revenue, we shall 

claim such deduction from the value of 
the works and franchise, based on th^ 
lawful net earning capacity at reasonable 
water rates, as will enable us to make the 
improvements and « xtenslons necessary to 

obtain an abundant supply of pure water, 
such as the Augusta Water Company, by 
tno terms of its charter, was under legal 
obligation to furnish, and thus to do our- 

selves what is now the plain chartered 
duty of this company to do. 

With your permission, I will now briefly 
trace the history of the Augusta Water 

Company and the development of its 
works ns bearing on this question, aim 

especially with regard to the sanitary 
features of the case. 

ttefore any charter was granttd for 
the purpose, Warren Johnson and 
Adam I-omont had purchased the 
twenty-four acre lot which is shown on 

the blue-print as just east of the De- 
vine Springs on the Butman lot. and is 
now owned by the Augusta Water 
Company. 

On this lot they constructed a darn 
and impounded the waters of the K n- 

nedy brook, and from this reservoir j 
laid log pipe? to and through Uk- 
streets of the city. 

This system was called the Johnson * 

W.iter Works, taking Its name from 
Warren Johnson, its most active pro- 

motor, and it continued to be popularly 
known by this name even after it was 
chartered in 1S7<) as the Augusta Water 
Company, and down to lSSG when the 

corporation passed into the control of 
the present managing owners. 

In like manner the Devine Water 
Works, chartered in 1ST!, were in 
operation without a charter prior to the 
construction of the so-called Johnson 
Water Works. 
AUGUSTA WATER COMPANY'S 

CHARTER. 

Chapter 463 of the Private and 
Special I.aws of 1S70, entitled "An act 
to supply the people of Augusta with 
pure water.” created the Augusta Wa- 
ter Company “for the purpose,” as 
stated in the first section of the act. 
“of conveying to the city of Augusta a 

supply of pure water for domestic and 
■municipal purposes.” While in the 
very title- of the act stress is laid on 
the purity of the supply, the act itself 
grants the Augusta Water Company 
corporate life for the one purpose only 
“of conveying a supply of pure water 
for domestic and municipal purposes.” 

For this sole object of its creation 
was it entrusted with all its other 
franchise rights and powers, which it 
cannot lawfully exercise for any oilier 
purpose. 

It was charged with the performance 
of a most important public duty which 
it c ould not neglect or violate without 
forfeiture of its right to exist. 

Under this < hal ter, which limited the 
c. pital stock to $”5,000, and gave no 

right to issue bonds. Warren Johnson 
and his associates and successors 

operated these so-called Johnson Watch 
Works until 1KSG when they sold tin :r 
slock to the present management for 
$”5,000, as admitted. 

At this time the charter had been 
amended by authorizing an increase of 

capital stock to $100,000, and a bond 
issue of $104,000 for extension of the 
works, and by giving the right to take 
wat-r for the purpose of the charter 
from tile Kennebec river. Webber pond, 
silver lake or Uobbossoc-contee lake. 

Subsequent amendments authorize an 

increase of capital stock to a te.tal ot 

f UO.COO. and a total bond issue of $”25,- 
000. 

We understand that of the total of 
bonds authorized, $40,000 has never 

been issued, and that the $£>15,000 of 
bonds, which were issued, were 

sufficient to reimburse tin- new owner- 

substantially the present owners, for 
the slims expended in buying up the old 
stock, and in construction of th” | rc s- 

ent works complete. So that the $250,- 
CWO of capital stock has rest nothing, 
and represents not one dollar of invest- 
ment. This has been proved by the 
looks of the company in connection 
with other evidence. 

The present management immediate- 
ly after obtaining control, in 1SR6. of th- 
Auglista Water Company charter, hav- 
ing first contracted with this city for 
hydrant service, proceeded to construct 
the present plant. and abandoned the 
old works as useless and practically 
valueless. 

As this property, on which the aban- 

doned works stand, is absolutely use- 

less for the purposes of the company nr 

the Water District, wc ought to pay 
only its fair market value based on a 

'conservative estimate. 
Since the new works were installed 

the company has made no use of this 
real estate, and has suffered th" old 
works to go to decay. The old works 
have no structural value whatever. 
They arc a mere ruin. The land, which 
is indicated on the plan as consisting 
of three lots, is of no value or use ex- 

cept for agricultural purposes. Its lo- 
cation and physical features render it 
unfit for building lots. These lots are: 

1. The Rutman lot. to the west, 
which is so covered by the springs and 
reservoirs of the State, th- Augusta 
House and the Devine system, some 

eighteen in number, and so cut up by 
pipes and water courses that it is of no 

value. As Mr. Titeomh testified. he 
would not assign a value to it. and 
could not suggest a possible us to 

which it could bo put. incumbered as it 
is. 

2. The 24 acre I.emont & Johnson 
lot on which the ruined reservoir 
stands, is rut from east to west by a 

deep gully through which the Kennedy 
brook flows. The land is gravel, clay j 
and sand, rough and with steep slope-, | 
and largely grown up to hushes. It is 

fit only for a pasture, and a poor pas-j 
ture at that. 

3. The Homan lot is5 a rather poor 
ddehill pasture, encumbered by at 
east one spring house anil the pipe line 
'ns. rufnt from all the upper springs. 

We shall show that the last two lots 
have very little value. 

Leaving the general values to my 
distinguished associate from Itoston to 
discuss I will briefly state our position 
on the quality of the water and the 
source of supply. 

And if in describing the pollution of 
the water which this company furnish- 
es, some of our evidence; is revolting, T 
need not apologize; for we must show 
you the facts, and if the facts are dis- 
gusting, certainly it is not our fault. 

The Kennebec river, irom which the 
Augusta Water company takes its sup- 

ply. is the great natural sewer of cen- 
tral Maine. 

Not only does it directly or indirectly 
ultimately receive all the wash and 
drainage, and with it all the pollution 
from the inhabitants on its great water 

shed, but worse than that, it receives 
directly into its waters only a few 
miles above Augusta all the waste and 
refuse of the many mills, pulp, paper, 
otton. woolen and other, factories, con- 

tinually discharged in large quantities. 
Hundreds of gallons of dyes, sonp- 
-uds and word washings, and tons of 
acids and chemicals from pulp mills 
daily emptied into the river from Madi- 
son to Watcrville, give the water an 

unpleasant color, taste and odor; and 
worse than all this, these mills, located 
on the river banks and employing in 
the aggregate thousands of hands, 
tirain their water closets directly into 
the river. In Madison, Skowhegan, 
Fairfield, Watcrville and Winslow 
there are many privies so located on 

the river banks, that either continually 
or occasionally the contents of their 
vaults is washed directly into the 
river. In addition to all this, each of 
these growing and flourishing towns 
has a sewer system draining directly 
into the Kennebec river. 

Nor is this pollution diluted by the 
illliicnce of other streams, for the wa- 

ter of each such stream enters the Ken- 
nebec bearing with it its measure of 

pollution. The Sandy Idivcr brings the 

e-wage of Farmington and other 
towns: the Mossnlnnsk.ee that of Oak- 
V.nd and her mills: the Sebastieook 
'I it of Pittsfield and other large towns 
along its course, and of North Vassal- 
borough and her woolen mills. 

Worst and most dangerous of all is 
the pollution from Watcrville, because 
largest in quantity and nearest to us. 

Wnterville's main sewer discharges 
nearly r.nn.nnn gallons of indescribable 
filth daily into the Kennebec only 17'-i 
miles, measured by the river, above the 

Intake of the Augusta Water Company. 

Waterville has n nutnl:or of smaller 
sewers draining into the liver, as also 
do Winslow and Fairfield. In a dis- 
tance of three miles along both banks 
of the river is a population of about 
17,000 people, of which Waterville is 
the business center. 

We have had all these sources of pol- 
lution carefully examined and the river 
water tested at Augusta every day for 
months. We have had samples of the 
river water tested for every mile be- 
tween our source of supply at the 
mouth of the Waterville main sewer 
and the Augusta intake. We have had 
the river current tested from the V.'a- 
tervilie great sewer to the Augusta in- 
take, and have had the course and pro- 
cess of disintegration of the sewage 
carefully observed. We shall show you 
the results of all these tests. 

We hoar it sometimes stated that a 

running stream purifies itself in the 
course of three or four miles: but our 

observers, starting in a boat at the 
mouth of the Waterville great sewer, 
and drifting down stream with the cur- 

rent which was conspicuously laden 
with human excrement, were able to 
follow for four or five miles these feces 
which for that distance preserved their 
integrity and distinctive form and ap- 
pearance. 

The stones in the river bed are cov- 
ered with an ill-smelling slime, and tlie 
mild sme lls of sewage. 

Wliat of filth settles into this mud oi 

eollects on the rorks, is stirred up by 
grounding logs and by freshets and is 
bor.no down with the current. 

All this is obvious to the senses: and 
common sense, without the aid of sci- 
ence. tolls us that this water at Au- 
gusta is unfit to drink, hardly fit to 
bathe in. The very thought of using it 
for domestic purposes is sickening. 

Common sense also teaches that sew- 

age pointed water is dangerous to 
health if used as a beverage arid the 
tests of science confirm the judgment 
ami disclose the danger. 

Two microscopic organisms, well 
known to science, by their presence 
unmistakably indicate polution varying 
in degree in proportion to their num- 

bers. 
One is known ns the sewage fungus, 

and the other known to science as Bac- 
illus Colt, might well be called the fecal 
germ, ns it is found in. and distin- 
guishes iho excrement of human beings 
and the higher animals. 

The test for these is easy and com- 

paratively simple, as they can be read- 
ily propagated in the laboratory. 

To ascertain their presence and num- 
bers in a given water, three quantifies 
are taken and a separate culture made 
from each. One culture from 10 cubic 
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centimeters of the water to be tested, 
one from 1 cubie centimeter and one 

from one-tenth of a cubic centimeter of 
water. A cubie centimeter is about a 
third of a teaspoonful, and one-tenth of 
that quantity is about two drops. 

Each day we tested for this Raeillus 
Coli the three quantities of river water 
drawn from the laboratory tap connect- 
ed with the mains of the Augusta Wa- 
ter Co. Many of these tests showed pos- 
itive results even with the smallest 
quantity and for weeks nearly every 
sample of the water contained this 
germ. 

Think of the degree of polution which 
gives a fecal germ in every two drops 
of Kennebec river water. Imagine how 
many hundreds a person would drink 
in a glass of water. 

At this point the question naturally 
suggests itself: 

What is the effect of drinking these 
fecal germs and fungi? 

As yet it has not been proved that 
these particular germs are injurious to 

health: but the danger lies in the sew- 

age polution and fecal contamination 
which their presence indicates. 

Water thus pointed is always un- 

wholesome in proportion to the degree 
of its contamination, and at any time, 
and without warning, is likely to be- 
come infected with the germs of dead- 
ly disease. 

This brings us to the subject of the 
typhoid fever epidemic in Augusta. 

bike other zymatic diseases, typhoid 
fever can only come from typhoid fe- 
ver. 

It is not rontngious like scarlet fe- 
ver, but for the infection to occur, the 
typhoid germ must enter the intestine, 
which is the seat of this disease. Prac- 
tically, then the germ must be swallow- 
ed. All the excretions of a typhoid pat- 
ient contain myriads of these germs: 
any one of which entering the bowels 
of a human being may reproduce the 
disease. 

For these reasons typhoid fever is 
most commonly communicated and 
spread through poluted drinking water. 

These typhoid germs multiply with 
wonderful rapidity in the human organ- 
ism and after they are expelled, while 
they do not multiply in water, they 
five for a considerable time at all nat- 

ural temperatures and under all natur- 

al conditions. They have been known 
to live for weeks even frozen into ice. 
Other diseases of the bowels .as dys- 
entery and cholera, are spread by In- 
fected water. 

In the fall of 1902 and winter of 1903 
a very large epidemic of typhoid fever 
broke out in Wnterville, and as would 

naturally be expected, in about the 
time required for the germs to reach 
Augusta by the river current and to 
germinate here, a large and goneral 
epidemic of the disease spread through 
ever section of Augusta which is served 
by the mains of the Augusta Water 
Co. Two hundred and eighty tares 
with 32 deaths, in a population of 
about 8000. is the grand summary of 
this epidemic which rage! with un- 

abated fury until the source of con- 

tamination in Waterville hail ceased. 

Is other evidence required to satisfy 
this honorable commission that this 
epidemic was cause! by the infection 
of the Kennebec river water through 
the sewers of Waterville? 

If so. we call attention to the fact 
that the 2f.U0 inmates of the National 
Home an l the 1000 inmates and attend- 
ants at the Insane hospital were ex- 

empt: unquestion.ahly in consequence 
of a regulation in both Institutions for- 
bidding the drinking of river water. 

Furthermore, Hallowell and Onrdiner. 
just below us on the river, which take 
lheir water supplies from a pure source, 
had no epidemic at that time, while 
Richmond, 18 miles below us, taking 
Its water from the Kennebec river, had 
an epidemic of typhoid fever shortly 
following that in Augusta and number- 
ing 20 cases in that small village. 

Our canvass shows that of the 280 
persons who contracted the disease in 
Augusta, 230 were supplied in whole 
or in part with the river water, and 
it is not surprising that in a eity whose 
general supply was so strongly infect- 
ed, some of those who did their best 
to avoid it rhould have encountered the 
pestilence. feta 

Rut my brother In his opening for 

the Wut.T Company asked, HQtf— If 
J 

this epidemic was caused by the Ken- 
nebec river water—why it had never 
orcu! red before, ami had not been re- 

peated attain the past winter?" 
The last part of the question is an- 

swered by the fact that the past win- 
ter the river has not been infected by 
typhoid in Waterville. 

The first part is answered by show- 
ins that the facts are not as he as- 
sumes. 

1— There has been a marked and 
growing increase in typhoid fever in 
Augusta, out of all proportion to her 
increase in population, since the estab- 
iishme-nt of the present water works. 

-—Luting this period there has been 
a marked difference in the seasonal dis- 
tribution of the cases, such as is gen- 
erally recognized as indicating a gen- 
eral water supply cause. Thus, before 
the introduction of the river whter 
supply, what typhoid fever we had in 
Augusta came in the early fail months, 
whi h is the noimal season for the dis- 
ease in this State, while since then the 
disease has come to us in the winter. 

3--We have had a number of epi- 
demics Since the works were installed. 
Notably the large epidemic of typhoid 
in the wir.ter of 1393, which, in conse- 
quence of three soldiers, at the United 
Slates arsenal being stricken by the 
disease, was officially investigated by 
the United States surgeon general. The 
arsenal then being supplied^by the Au- 
gusta Water <V>„ this investigation, 
which was most thorough, included the 
pollution and infection of the river wa- 
fer, and tile report, strongly condemn- 
ing the water, was made a part of the 

[surgeon general’s annual report for that 
year and printed by the government. 

In 1S93, the epedemio was here; the 
surgeon general's representative was 
here a long time publicly investigating 
the cause and the water supply, and 
ever since then the surgeon general’s 
published report on the same has been 
here in the State Library. 

Can any one believe that the officers 
of tile Augusta Water Co. did net watch 
with interest that investigation and 
havo curiosity enough to rend that re- 
port ? I 

The winter of 1S91 saw another 
alarming typhoid epidemic in Augusta, 
which one of the most skillful physi- 
cians in Kennebec county investigated 
and atti United to the use of the river 
water. He railed the attention of the 
Slate Hoard of Health to the danger, 
with the result that the Augusta Water 
t'o., instead. of making any effort to 
improve the supply, threatened the 
loctor with a libel suit. 

This is the water which we have thus 
far hml forced upon it* hut which the 
large majority of our people will no 
longer tolerate for any domestic pur- 
pose. filtered or unfiltered. 

Surprising as it may seem, there 
probably are "others who drink It" 
through preference. 0s my brother told 
ua in opening; although he has offered 
no prcMif of it. If so. It only illustrates 
the Oi l saying that "there is no ac- 
counting for taste.". 

The St'.%a/>oo ,,f capital stock of this 
company has not cost one dollar. It 
docs not represent one dollar of In- 
vested capital. It is all water;—pure 
water, and is the only pure water in 
v.lihdi thi* company has ever dealt. 
It he served no legitimate purpose of 
the charter, and because it has been 
used as a means to extort Illegally 
from us the JVKt.flpft or more which the 
owipts hnw<# foetred >n dividends, it 
crtairfly «irgdt not to augment the 

amount which we are to pay for the 
plant and franchise. 

These dividends on unpaid stock rep- 
resent Just m rmtrh money wrongfully 
levied on the people of Augusta by 
means cf extortionate rates for pollut- 
ed and Infc-ctcd water. It was a 
scheme to get something for nothing 
at the price of human misery. 

Had they paid into the corporation 
treasury the full par value of their 
stock. I330.COO, and expended this en- 
tire sum as required by their charter, 
exclusively for the purpose of provid- 
ing pure water, they might have fur- 
nl-hc 1 us with pure wholesome, de- 
ficients water from one of the beautiful 
lakes in this vicinity, nnd would have 
done no more than required by law to 
entitle them to any dividends at an. 

■Immediately on taking possession of 
the works, w'e must expend a sum« 

(Continued on page 4k) 


